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Live the Village
A community led revitalization initiative to bring footfall back to

Greenwich Village.

New York City, March 26, 2021 -- This year, The Greenwich Village Chelsea Chamber of
Commerce is launching the Live the Village initiative to remind both locals and tourists that there
is much to experience in this iconic neighborhood. The initiative will include three major events
the village has designed to promote our local businesses and encourage community
engagement.

The first event Art on the Ave, which will go from April 15th to July 8th, is a public arts
initiative that will encourage community regeneration and the elevation of local artists. Art on the
Ave will fill vacant storefront windows with thought-provoking art installations by local artists.
There will be a walk around the Village that will include an interactive art experience, community
events, and an opportunity to support local businesses, bringing a sense of confidence, pride,
and excitement back to the local neighborhood and economy.

A rebranded Shop Bleeker is the second event. Shop Bleeker is the chamber’s annual
shopping event that promotes all the amazing merchants the West Village has to offer. From
fashion to food to nightlife to the arts, the West Village has always been the epicenter of
downtown cool. The chamber is currently discussing a rebrand of the program to be more
inclusive of non retail merchants both on the famous Bleecker and neighboring streets. This
year the program will shift from pre christmas shopping to summer time outdoor experiences.
With this program, the GVCCC reminds everyone that the West Village is still one of the best
places in the city to shop, eat, and play.

The final event in the Live the Village initiative is The Village Trip festival. From
September 18th to October 2nd, The Village Trip festival will shine a light on a neighborhood
whose artistic and historical riches are as curious and circuitous as its winding-brick laden
streets. This event will give locals and tourists the opportunity to enjoy and learn the history of
music, art, and food that makes the village so unique.
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Executive Director Maria Diaz Says “The effects of the Covid-19 pandemic have
impacted the village in unique ways. The streets have been the quietest they’ve ever been,
businesses are short staffed, and many were forced to close their doors, some temporary and
some permanently.”

She continued, “The vaccine rollout has created a sense of hope that we will soon get
back to a sense of normalcy this summer. That’s why, it’s important now more than ever to bring
foot traffic back to the Village so that we can support our local businesses and business owners
after such a difficult year.”

The Greenwich Village Chelsea Chamber of Commerce serves as a voice for small
business and community in lower Manhattan while providing innovative and effective programs
to keep members informed on relevant issues. The Chamber is a membership based non-profit
organization that proudly serves NYC small & large businesses in Greenwich Village, Chelsea,
SoHo, Union Square, NoHo, Flatiron, and the East Village and acts as a community resource
and voice for local business.


